
G I F T 

B A S K E T
T H E   S T U D E N T   R E V I E W 

D e c e m b e r   2 0 1 3 

v o l . 3    i s s u e   2



T H E   S T U D E N T   R E V I E W  z  4

:KDW� ZRXOG� &KULVWPDV� EH� ZLWKRXW� D�
OXVK�� JUHHQ�&KULVWPDV� WUHH�ZLWK� DQ� DQ-
JHO� RU� VWDU� RQ� WRS�� FDQGOHV� RQ�ZUHDWKV��
VWRFNLQJV�RYHU�WKH�ÀUHSODFH��DQG�D�PDQ-
JHU�VFHQH�RQ�WKH�ODZQ"�:HOO��SUREDEO\�D�
IRUP�RI�&KULVWPDV�WKDW�VWD\V�WUXH�WR�WKH�
ELEOLFDO�QDUUDWLYHV�RI� WKH�ELUWK�RI� -HVXV��
&KULVWPDV�KDV�EHFRPH�VR�XELTXLWRXV�LQ�
PRGHUQ� WLPHV� WKDW� WKHVH� FXVWRPV�� DQG�
PDQ\� RWKHUV� OLNH� WKHP�� DUH� IUHTXHQWO\�
WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG�DV�KDYLQJ�DOZD\V�EHHQ�
D�SDUW�RI�WKH�IHVWLYH�KROLGD\�
*LYHQ� WKDW� WKH� FHOHEUDWLRQ� RI� &KULVW-

PDV�KDV�HYROYHG�RYHU�WKH�FHQWXULHV��LW�LV�
DOZD\V�KHOSIXO�ZKHQ�D�KLVWRULDQ�FRPHV�
DORQJ�WR�JXLGH�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�ULFK�WUDGL-
WLRQV�DQG�FXVWRPV�IRXQG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
YDULRXV�UHDFKHV�RI�&KULVWHQGRP��3URIHV-
VRU�(ULF�'��+XQWVPDQ�RI�%ULJKDP�<RXQJ�
8QLYHUVLW\� LV� RQH� VXFK� KLVWRULDQ� ZKR�
KDV�ZULWWHQ�D�ERRN�DLPHG�DW�JLYLQJ�/DW-
WHU�GD\�6DLQWV�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�&KULVWPDV��+LV�ERRN��Good 
Tidings of Great Joy: An Advent Celebration 
of the Savior’s Birth��QRW�RQO\�SURYLGHV�D�
KHOSIXO�ORRN�DW�ZK\�ZH�FHOHEUDWH�&KULVW-
PDV� WKH� ZD\� ZH� GR� WRGD\�� EXW� DOVR� D�
FDUHIXO�DQDO\VLV�RI�ZKDW�WKH�*RVSHO�QDU-

UDWLYHV�GR�DQG�GRQ·W�DFWXDOO\�VD\�DERXW�
WKH�ELUWK�RI�-HVXV��
+XQWVPDQ��ZKR� KROGV� D� 3K'� LQ�$Q-

FLHQW� +LVWRU\� IURP� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
3HQQV\OYDQLD�� LV� DQ� DVVRFLDWH� SURIHVVRU�
RI� DQFLHQW� VFULSWXUH�� DQG� LV� WKH� FRRUGL-
QDWRU�RI�$QFLHQW�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�6WXGLHV�DW�
%<8��+H�VD\V�KH�ZURWH�KLV�ERRN�RXW�RI�
D�JHQXLQH�ORYH�IRU�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ELUWK�
RI� -HVXV�� ´,� KDYH� DOZD\V� ORYHG� &KULVW-
PDV��WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQV�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�
MR\RXV�VWRU\�RI�-HVXV·�ELUWK�µ�+XQWVPDQ�
VDLG��7KLV�PRWLYHG�KLP�WR�ZULWH�D�ERRN�
PL[LQJ� ´ELEOLFDO� H[SRVLWLRQ�� DUW�� +RO\�
/DQG� SLFWXUHV�� DQG� VLGHEDUV� RQ� PXVLF��
KLVWRU\�� DQG� GHYRWLRQDO� WRSLFVµ� RQ� WKH�
VXEMHFW�RI�&KULVWPDV��
+DYLQJ�D� FRPPDQG�RI�ELEOLFDO�*UHHN�

DQG� /DWLQ�� +XQWVPDQ·V� LQVLJKWV� LQWR�
WKH� ELEOLFDO� VWRU\� RI� &KULVWPDV� DQG� WKH�
VXEVHTXHQW� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� KROL-
GD\� WKURXJKRXW� &KULVWLDQ� KLVWRU\� VKHG�
IXUWKHU� OLJKW� RQ� WKH� WUDGLWLRQV�ZH�SUDF-
WLFH� WRGD\�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� +XQWVPDQ�
ZULWHV� WKDW� ´QRW� XQWLO� WKH� WKLUG� FHQWXU\�
GLG� VRPH� &KULVWLDQV� EHJLQ� WR� FRQVLGHU�
FHOHEUDWLQJ�&KULVW·V� ELUWK� DV� D� KROLGD\�µ�
7KHVH� &KULVWLDQV� ´EHFDPH� DWWUDFWHG� WR�

WKH�LGHD�RI�FHOHEUDWLQJ�D�IHVWLYDO�RI�WKHLU�
RZQ� WKDW� FRXOG� VWUHVV� WKH� HOHPHQWV� RI�
WKHLU�RZQ�IDLWK�µ�%XW�KRZ�H[DFWO\�GLG�ZH�
HQG�XS�FHOHEUDWLQJ�&KULVWPDV�LQ�'HFHP-
EHU"�$FFRUGLQJ� WR�+XQWVPDQ�� DOWKRXJK�
WKH� ELEOLFDO� DFFRXQW� VHHPV� WR� SODFH� WKH�
ELUWK�RI�-HVXV�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ��&KULVWLDQV�LQ�
WKH��WK�FHQWXU\��LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�FRQYHUW�
SDJDQV�DZD\�IURP�VXQ�ZRUVKLS��GHFLGHG�
WR� FRPPHPRUDWH� WKH� ELUWK� RI� -HVXV� ´RQ�
a date near the winter solstice, which in 
the ancient Roman calendar fell on De-
FHPEHU����µ
)XUWKHUPRUH�� +XQWVPDQ� QRWHV� WKDW�

´WKH� WUDGLWLRQ� RI� D� &KULVWPDV� WUHH� KDV�
QR� ELEOLFDO� SUHFHGHQW�� DQG� LW� SUREDEO\�
ÀQGV�LWV�DQWHFHGHQWV�LQ�WKH�HYHUJUHHQV³
OHDYHV��ERXJKV��DQG�HYHQ�ZKROH�WUHHV³
WKDW� ZHUH� XVHG� GXULQJ� WKH� PLGZLQWHU�
IHVWLYDOV� RI� YDULRXV� FXOWXUHV�µ� %HFDXVH�
HYHUJUHHQ� WUHHV�´VR�SRZHUIXOO\�V\PERO-
L]H�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�HWHUQDO�OLIHµ�LQ�SDJDQ�
P\WKRORJ\�� ´&KULVWPDV� WUHH� V\PEROLVP�
ZDV�HDVLO\�FR�RSWHG�E\�&KULVWLDQLW\��PD\-
EH�DV�HDUO\�DV�$�'������µ�$OWKRXJK�WKHVH�
WZR�FXVWRPV³FHOHEUDWLQJ�RQ�'HFHPEHU�
��WK�DQG�HUHFWLQJ�&KULVWPDV�WUHHV³GRQ·W�
KDYH�DQ\�UHDO�ELEOLFDO�SUHFHGHQFH��RWKHU�
PRGHUQ�&KULVWPDV�WUDGLWLRQV�GR��)RU�H[-
DPSOH�� WKH�VLQJLQJ�RI�&KULVWPDV�K\PQV�
ÀQGV�SUHFHGHQFH�LQ�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�/XNH��
ZKLFK�GHSLFWV�DQJHOV�KHUDOGLQJ�WKH�ELUWK�
RI�-HVXV�E\�VLQJLQJ�SUDLVHV�WR�*RG��ZKLOH�
WKH�H[FKDQJLQJ�RI�JLIWV�ÀQGV�SUHFHGHQFH�
LQ�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�0DWWKHZ·V�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�:LVH�0HQ�JLYLQJ�JLIWV� WR� WKH� LQIDQW�
-HVXV�
6RPH� UHOLJLRXV� JURXSV�� PRVW� QRWLFH-

DEO\� -HKRYDK·V� :LWQHVVHV�� GR� QRW� RE-
VHUYH�&KULVWPDV�IRU�WKH�YHU\�UHDVRQ�WKDW�
the modern symbols and traditions of 

&KULVWPDV�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�KDYH�SDJDQ��
QRW�ELEOLFDO�� URRWV��:KHQ�DVNHG�ZK\�KH�
WKLQNV�WKHVH�QRQ�ELEOLFDO�WUDGLWLRQV�KDYH�
VXUYLYHG� VR� ZHOO� DPRQJ� HYHQ� IDLWKIXO�
&KULVWLDQV��+XQWVPDQ�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH� RI� WKHVH� FXVWRPV�ZDVQ·W� VR�
PXFK�WKHLU�RULJLQV��EXW�UDWKHU�KRZ�WKH\�
IXQFWLRQ�WRGD\��´,� WKLQN�WKHVH�WUDGLWLRQV�
DUH�MXVW�ÀQH��DV�ORQJ�DV�ZH�WHDFK�RXU�FKLO-
GUHQ�ZKDW�WKH�V\PEROLVP�LV�µ�+XQWVPDQ�
VDLG�� ´7KHVH� WUDGLWLRQV� KDYH� FRQWLQXHG��
HYHQ� DPRQJ� WKRVH� ZKR� DUH� QRW� SDUWLF-
XODUO\� UHOLJLRXV�� EHFDXVH� WKH\� EULQJ� MR\�
DQG�OLJKW�WR�ZKDW�LV�RWKHUZLVH�D�GDUN�DQG�
FROG�WLPH�RI�WKH�\HDU�µ
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�SURYLGLQJ�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�

RI� WKH� KLVWRULFDO� WUDGLWLRQV� RI� &KULVW-
PDV��+XQWVPDQ�DOVR�KHOSV� WR�ERWK�FODU-
LI\� VRPH� FRPPRQ� PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�
DV�ZHOO�DV�RͿHU�VRPH�LQWULJXLQJ�LQVLJKWV�
LQWR�WKH�%LEOH·V�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ELUWK�RI�
-HVXV�� )RU� LQVWDQFH�� WKH�*RVSHO� RI� /XNH�
XVHV�WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG�katalyma to describe 
WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�GZHOW�
LQ�ZKHQ�-HVXV�ZDV�ERUQ��$OWKRXJK�kataly-
ma� KDV� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� EHHQ� XQGHUVWRRG�
DV�´LQQ�µ� LQ� WKH�FRQYHQWLRQDO�VHQVH�RI�D�
SODFH�ZKHUH�JXHVWV�YLVLW�IRU�D�EULHI�VWD\��
+XQWVPDQ�H[SODLQV�WKDW�WKH�ZRUG�´KDV�D�
IDLUO\�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�PHDQLQJV�µ�LQFOXG-
LQJ�́ LQQ�µ�́ D�FDPS�RQ�WKH�URDG�µ�́ D�JXHVW�
URRP�µ�RU� ´D�PRUH�SHUPDQHQW� FDUDYDQ-
VDU\�RXWVLGH�WKH�WRZQ�µ�7KH�SRSXODU�WUD-
GLWLRQ�RI�0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�EHLQJ�WXUQHG�
DZD\� ZLWK� VKRXWV� RI� ´1R� URRP�µ� EH-
FDXVH�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�YDFDQF\�LQ�WKH�´LQQµ�
is therefore a modern embellishment.
2I�PRUH� VLJQLÀFDQW� WKHRORJLFDO� LQWHU-

HVW�LV�WKH�ZRUG�WUDQVODWHG�DV�´YLUJLQµ�WR�
GHVFULEH�0DU\�LQ�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�0DWWKHZ��
ZKLFK� TXRWHV� ,VDLDK� ����� DV� HYLGHQFH�

“Given that the celebration of  

Christmas has evolved over the 

centuries, it is always helpful when 

a historian comes along to guide us 

through the rich traditions and cus-

toms found throughout the various 

reaches of Christendom.” 

GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY:
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“Although not commonly 

practiced by Latter-day Saints, 

Huntsman nevertheless says he

�ÀQGV�PHDQLQJ�LQ�REVHUYLQJ�D�IRUP�
of Advent, or the preparatory, 

expectant festival before the 

actual celebration of 

Christmas.”

WKDW� WKH� ELUWK� RI� -HVXV� IXOÀOOHG� SURSKH-
F\��7KH�+HEUHZ�ZRUG�UHQGHUHG�LQ�*UHHN�
�DQG� VXEVHTXHQWO\� (QJOLVK�� DV� ´YLUJLQµ�
is ‘almâ��ZKLFK�+XQWVPDQ�H[SODLQV�´FDQ�
PHDQ� D� OLWHUDO� YLUJLQ�� >RU� PRUH@� FRP-
PRQO\�������VLPSO\�D�\RXQJ�JLUO�µ�7KLV�KDV�
VLJQLÀFDQW� WKHRORJLFDO� UDPLÀFDWLRQV� IRU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�ELUWK�RI�
-HVXV��LQFOXGLQJ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�IRU�-HVXV�
WR�EH� WKH�´6RQ�RI�*RG�µ�$OWKRXJK�PRVW�
&KULVWLDQV�� LQFOXGLQJ� /DWWHU�GD\� 6DLQWV��
LQVLVW� WKDW�0DU\�ZDV�D�YLUJLQ�ZKHQ�VKH�
JDYH�ELUWK�WR�-HVXV��WKXV�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�
PLUDFXORXV� QDWXUH� RI� -HVXV·� FRQFHSWLRQ�
DQG�ELUWK�� H[DPSOHV� OLNH� WKLV� VKRZ� WKDW�
WKHUH� LV� VRPH�DPELJXLW\� LQ� WKH�RULJLQDO�
WH[W�WKDW�XUJHV�XV�WR�EH�FDXWLRXV�ZKHQ�ZH�
DVVXPH�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�DERXW�WKH�PHDQLQJ�
RI�WKH�VFULSWXUDO�VWRU\�
%XW�EHVLGHV�PHUHO\�RͿHULQJ�D�VFKROUO\�

ORRN�DW�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�&KULVWPDV��+XQWV-
PDQ�LV�DOVR�FDUHIXO�QRW�WR�ORVH�VLJKW�RI�WKH�
YHU\�SHUVRQDO�DQG�G\QDPLF�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�
FKHULVKHG� KROLGD\�� $OWKRXJK� QRW� FRP-
PRQO\� SUDFWLFHG� E\� /DWWHU�GD\� 6DLQWV��

+XQWVPDQ� QHYHUWKHOHVV� VD\V� KH� ÀQGV�
PHDQLQJ�LQ�REVHUYLQJ�D�IRUP�RI�$GYHQW��
RU�WKH�SUHSDUDWRU\��H[SHFWDQW�IHVWLYDO�EH-
IRUH�WKH�DFWXDO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�&KULVWPDV��
´:H� KDYH� DGRSWHG� D� PRGLÀHG� IRUP� RI�
$GYHQW� LQ�RXU� IDPLO\�µ�+XQWVPDQ�VDLG��
´:H�WDNH�WLPH�HDFK�RI�WKH�IRXU�6XQGD\V�
EHIRUH�&KULVWPDV�WR�KDYH�D�VSHFLDO�IDPL-
O\�GHYRWLRQDO� WKDW� IRFXVHV�RQ�VFULSWXUHV�
KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKH� +RSH�� /RYH�� -R\�� DQG�
3HDFH� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK� WKH� ÀUVW� FRPLQJ�
RI�&KULVW��:H�KDYH�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�$GYHQW�
wreath with a candle for each of the 
6XQGD\V��DQG�P\�VRQ��ZKR�KDV�DXWLVP��
SDUWLFXODUO\�ORYHV�WKH�FXVWRP�RI�OLJKWLQJ�
DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� FDQGOH� HDFK� 6XQGD\� DQG�
VLQJLQJ�WKH�VRQJV��UHDGLQJ�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��
DQG�KDYLQJ�IDPLO\�SUD\HU�DV�SDUW�RI�RXU�
IDPLO\�$GYHQW�VHUYLFHV�µ�
7RGD\� LW� LV� KDUG�QRW� WR� WXUQ� RQ� FDEOH�

QHZV� DQG� KHDU� FHUWDLQ� SXQGLWV� GHFU\-
LQJ� ZKDW� WKH\� VHH� LV� WKH� VHFXODUL]DWLRQ�
RI�&KULVWPDV� LQWR�PHUHO\� D� FRPPHUFLDO�
KROLGD\��6RPH��HVSHFLDOO\�YHU\�FRQVHUYD-
WLYH��SXQGLWV�KDYH�HYHQ�JRQH�VR�IDU�DV�WR�

DQQRXQFH� D� ´ZDU� RQ� &KULVWPDVµ� EHLQJ�
ZDJHG� E\� VHFXODULVWV� RU� FRPPHUFLDOLVWV�
ZKR�� LQ� WKHVH� SXQGLWV·� YLHZV�� ZLVK� WR�
GRZQSOD\� WKH� UHOLJLRXV� VLJQLÀFDQFH� RI�
&KULVWPDV�� +XQWVPDQ·V� RZQ� YLHZV� RQ�
WKH� VR�FDOOHG� ´ZDU� RQ� &KULVWPDVµ� DUH�
FRQVLGHUDEO\� PRUH� PRGHUDWH�� KRZHYHU��
´7KH� FRPPHUFLDO� DVSHFWV� RI� &KULVWPDV�
FDQ� SOD\� D� FRQVWUXFWLYH� UROH� DV� ORQJ� DV�
WKH\�DUH�NHSW�LQ�SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�NHSW�VRO-
LGO\� VHFRQGDU\� WR� &KULVWPDV·� UHOLJLRXV�
DVSHFWV�µ� +XQWVPDQ� RSLQHG�� ´7KHUH�
LV� QRWKLQJ� ZURQJ� ZLWK� JLIW� JLYLQJ� DQG�
EULQJLQJ� MR\�� KDSSLQHVV�� DQG� IXQ� WR� WKH�
VHDVRQ��EHFDXVH�WKDW�LV�ZKDW�-HVXV·�ELUWK�
GLG���&HUWDLQO\�FRPPHUFLDOLVP�KDV�JRQH�
D�ELW�DPXFN��EXW�,�DFWXDOO\�DP�JODG�WKDW�
QRQ�� RU� OHVV�EHOLHYLQJ� SHRSOH� FHOHEUDWH�
&KULVWPDV�LQ�DQ\�IDVKLRQ�µ
+XQWVPDQ� DOVR� H[SUHVVHG� KLV� KRSH�

WKDW�&KULVWPDV�ZRXOG�EH�D�WLPH�WR�XQLWH�
ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�GHVSLWH�UHOLJLRXV�GLͿHU-
HQFHV��́ ,�KDYH�OLYHG�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��ZKHUH�,�
UHVSHFWHG�DQG�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW�HYHQ�SDUWLF-
LSDWHG�LQ�-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�KROLGD\V�DV�

ZHOO�DV�&KULVWLDQ�RQHV�µ�+XQWVPDQ�VDLG��
´:H�VKRXOG�QRW�IRUFH�RWKHUV�WR�DFFHSW�RU�
GLUHFWO\�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� RXU� UHOLJLRXV� FHO-
HEUDWLRQV�� QRU� VKRXOG� WKH\� EH� WKUHDWHQ-
LQJ� WR� DQ\RQH��0\� -HZLVK� IULHQGV�ZLVK�
PH�0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�DQG�,�ZLVK�WKHP�D�
+DSS\�+DQXNNDK��$QG�LI�,�NQRZ�VRPH-
RQH�LV�LUUHOLJLRXV��,�ZLVK�KLP�RU�KHU�VHD-
VRQ·V�JUHHWLQJV�RU�MXVW�KDSS\�KROLGD\V�µ
&KULVWPDV�DV�ZH�NQRZ�DQG�SUDFWLFH�LW�

WRGD\��WKHQ��LV�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�QHDUO\�������
\HDUV� RI� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG� HYROXWLRQ��
:KHWKHU�\RX�FHOHEUDWH�LW�RXW�RI�GHYRWLRQ�
WR� -HVXV� RU� VLPSO\� EHFDXVH� RI� FXOWXUDO�
KHULWDJH��&KULVWPDV��ZLWK�LWV�XQLYHUVDOLV-
WLF�SURPLVH�RI�SHDFH�RQ�HDUWK�DQG�JRRG�
will toward men, is a holiday that not 
RQO\�KLVWRULFDOO\�XQLWHG�&KULVWLDQV�ZLWK�
HDFK� RWKHU� DQG� WKHLU� SDJDQ� QHLJKERUV��
EXW�DOVR�FRQWLQXHV�WR�XQLWH�SHRSOH�DFURVV�
the globe today. z

*Photos courtesy of Eric D. Huntsman

  


